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CLARIN MISSION

“CLARIN is committed to establishing an integrated and 
interoperable research infrastructure of language resources 
and its technology. It aims at lifting the current fragmentation, 
offering a stable, persistent, accessible and extendable 
infrastructure and therefore enabling eHumanities.”

Making it easier to use digital language data in your research.
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Digital language data, tools and services

• Textual editions and historical archives

• Linguistically annotated corpora

• Lexical and terminological resources

• Grammars and parsers

• Sociolinguistic survey data

• Psycholinguistic experimental data

• etc.

Not a simple digital library, but language data coming from 
research or enriched by and for research
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Example of language data for research
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Example of language research data
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Some common challenges for language data 
(and other data)

• Not always available for reuse (not accessible to all 
researchers or unclear licensing conditions)

• Not easy to find because not sufficiently catalogued

• Not sufficiently documented in terms of structured 
metadata

• Coded and annotated in a multitude of formats

• Not compatible with analysis tools or services

• Not long-time archived and curated (i.e. may disappear)

• Not properly citable

No trust relation between researchers and repositories
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User communities working with language 
data and tools

• Digital humanities

• All branches of linguistics and philology 

• Political and Social Sciences

• Culture and Folklore, Anthropology, Archaeology

• Literature

• History

• Translation and Lexicography

• Speech therapy

• Information science and media studies

• Teachers and general public
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CLARIN value proposition

• Coordination at European level of national efforts

• Long term solutions for deploying, connecting and 
sustaining digital language data and technology services

• Lower the barriers to entry into cutting edge research

• Address the needs of researchers producing data and those 
wanting to use data

• Towards a connected and multilingual European Research 
Area for digital research in the humanities and social 
sciences.
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Emerging multidisciplinary research agendas

Europe’s multilinguality as a basis for comparative research of 
societal and cultural phenomena, as reflected in language use,
for instance:

• Migration patterns

• Spreading of ideas and terminology

• Intellectual history

• Linguistic and cultural heritage

• Language variation across periods and regions

• Discourse in social, political, legal etc. spheres
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Example: Networks of texts and people 
(NTAP)
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What is CLARIN?

European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC)

• Created by European Law

• Statutes approved by the EC

• CLARIN ERIC was the second ERIC created – in 2012

• Members are countries (not institutions)

• Countries can be observers (pre-membership)

• Third party agreements
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CLARIN ERIC: 19 members, 2 observers, 1 
third party
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Network of centres and core services

Core

Centre

Centre

Centre

Centre
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CLARIN ERIC activities and financing

• Coordination, core services, technical standards and 
certifications, legal framework, etc.

• Events: Workshops, CLARIN annual conference, user 
involvement and training events

Financing:

• Annual membership fees

• Fee dependent on GNP

• Observers pay smaller fee
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CLARIN national activities and financing

• Network of centres providing specific language data, tools 
and services

• National support activities and events

Financing:

• Mostly through national funding mechanisms

• Normal mode: national consortium applies for national 
funding
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CLARIN data, tools and services

• VLO catalog: almost 900000 metadata records pointing at 
data sets and tools

• Federated authentication and authorization

• Many specialized services to search in data (corpora, 
archives etc) including Federated Content Search

• Tools and workflows for language processing

• CLARIN licenses and license categories
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Certified CLARIN Data Centres

• Metadata (CMDI, an ISO standard)

• PID (Handle/DOI),

• Federated single sign-on (eduGAIN)

• Quality of data handling policies (DSA)

• Licensing policies (based on Creative Commons)
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OTA: a CLARIN centre in the UK
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Example resource at OTA
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Depositor’s Licence Agreements
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Treebank exploration
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Matches of syntactic relations, frequencies
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Characteristics of RI in SSH

• Multitude of pre-existing centres with data, tools and 
expertise

• Relatively cheap to build and operate (compare 123 M GBP 
to CERN)

• Gradual construction, open-ended

• Cost-free open access

• Some restrictions due to copyright and privacy 
considerations

• No panacea for all research needs

• Obvious European dimension: bridging the language and 
culture barriers, towards inclusive societies.
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Final remarks

• Coordinated CLARIN activities in 21 countries

• High number of institutions and centres involved

• Wide span of targeted researchers, multidisciplinary 
research agendas

• Increasing amount of data and services offered

• Targeted mostly at researchers; also potentially useful for 
technology and education

• Participation in H2020 infrastructure projects: PARTHENOS, 
CLARIN-PLUS

• Towards sustainability: technology basis, long-term national 
commitments, synergy with other initiatives
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CLARIN in the UK
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Get in touch

http://clarin.ac.uk

http://clarin.eu

http://clarino.uib.no
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